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the Professor, the Swami returned to Chicago and
was readily accepted as a delegate

At last the day of the opening of the Parliament
arrived and Swami Vivekananda took his place in the
tine of Oriental delegates who filed out on the plat-
form at the opening Session His purpose was accom-
plished , but as he caught sight of that vast audience,
a sudden nervousness seized him  All the others had
prepared speeches   He had none  What should he
say to that great gathering of six or seven thousand
men and women? Throughout the morning he kept
putting off his turn to be introduced, whispering each
time to the President, " Let some one else speak
first" So again in the afternoon, until about five
when Dr Barrows, rising, named him as the next
speaker

The shock steadied the nerves and stimulated the
courage of Vivekananda, and he at once rose to the
occasion   It was the first time in his life that he had
ever stood upon his feet to speak, or had addressed
a large audience, but the effect was electric  When
he looked over the sea of expectant faces, he was
filled with power and eloquence, and beginning in his
musical voice, he addressed his hearers as ' Sisters and
Brothers of America '   His success was immediate and